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see A NY writers of 
eminence in phy- 
fick have laid out 
their diligence upon 
the confideration of 





thofe diftempers to 
is which men are more 
remarkably expofed by particular 


ftates of life, and very learned trea- 
tifes have been produced upon the 
maladies of the camp, the fea, and 
the mines. There is, indeed, {carce- 
ly any employment which a man 
accuftomed to anatomical enquiries, 
and medical refinements, would not 
find reafons for declining as dange- 
rous to health, did not his learning 
or experience inform him, that al- 
mott every occupation, however in- 
convenient or formidable; is happier 
and fafer than a life of floth. 

The neceflity of action is not only 
demonftrable from the fabrick of 
the body, but evident from obfer- 


vation of the univerfal practice of tween pain and pleature. 


mankind, who, for the prefervation 
of health, in thofe whofe rank or 
wealth exempts them from the ne- 
ceffity of lucrative labour, have in- 
vented fports and diverfions, though 
notof equal ufe to the wosld with 
manual trades, yet of equal fatigue 
to thofe that prattife them, and 
differing only from the drudgery of 
the hufbandman or manufacturer, 
as they are atts of choice, and 
therefore performed without the 
—— fenfe of compulfion. The 

untfman rifes early, purfues his 
game through all the dangers and 
obitructions of the chace, fwims 
rivers, and fcales precipices, till he 
returns home no lefs harrafled than 
thefoldier, and has, perhaps, fome- 


times incurred as great hazard of 
wounds or death: Yet he has no 
motive to incite his ardour; he is 
neither fubjeét to the commands of 
a general, nor dreads any penalties 
for neglect and difobedience; he 
has neither profit or honour to ex- 
pect from his perils and his con- 
quefts, but toils without the hope 
either of mural or civick garlands, 
and muft content himielf with the 
praife of his tenants and compa- 
nions. 3 

But fuch indeed is the conftitution 
of man, that labour may be with 
great juftice filed its own reward ; 
nor will any external incitements 
be requifite, if it be confidered how 
much happinefs is gained, and how 
much mifery efcaped by frequent 
and violent agitation of the body. 

Eafe is the utmoft that can be 
hoped from a fedentary and unac- 
tive habit : eafe a neutral ftate be- 
The 
dance of {pirits, the bound of vigour, 
readinefs of enterprize, and defi- 
ance of fatigue, are referved for him 
that braces his nerves, and hardens 
his fibres, that keeps his limbs pli- 
ant with motion, and by frequent 
expofure fortifies his frame againit 
the common accidents of cold and 
heat. 58 

With eafe, however, if it could 
be fecured, many would be content, 
but nothing terreftrial canbe kept at 
aftand. Eafe, if it is mot rifing 
into pleafure, will be falling to- 
wards pain, and whatever hope the 
dreams of {peculation may fuggeft of 
obferving the proportion between 
nutriment and labour, and keeping 
the body in a healthy ftate by fup- 
sl plies 

































$18 The Necelfity of Exercife ; 


lies exaétly equal to its wafte, we 

now that, in effect, the vital pow- 
ers unexcited by motion, grow 
gradually languid ; that as their vi- 
gour fails obftru€tions are gene- 
rated ; and that from obftructions 
proceed moft of thofe pains which 
wear us away flowly with pefiodi- 
eal tortures, and which though they 
fometimes fuffer life to be long, 
condemn it to be ufelefs, chain 
us downon the couch of mifery, 
and mock us with the hopes of 
death. 

Exercife, indeed, cannot fecure 
us from that diffolution to which 
we are decreed ; but while the foul 
and body continue united, it can 
make the affociation pleafing, and 
can give probable hopes that they 
fhall be disjoined by an eafy fepara- 
tion. Itwasa principle among the 
ancients, that acute difeafes are 
from heaven, and chronical from 
ourfelves ; the dart of death indeed 
falls from heaven, but we poifon 
it by our own mifcondudt 5 to dye 
is the fate of man, but to dye with 
in ering anguifh is generally his 
olly. 

Itis neceffary to that perfe&ion 
of which our prefent ftate is capa- 
ble, that the mind and body fhould 
both be kept in aétion ; that nei- 
ther the faculties of the one nor of 
‘the other be fuffered to grow lax or 


torpid for want of ufe; thatneither f, 


health be purchafec by voluntary 
fubmiffion to ignorance, nor know- 
Jedge cultivated at the expence of 
that health, which muft enable it 
either to give pleafure to its pofleffor 
or affiftance toothers. It is too fre- 
uently the pride of ftudents to de- 
pife thofe amufements, and recrea- 
tions which give to the reft of man- 
kind ftrength of limbs and cheare 
-fulnefs of heart. Solitude and con- 
templatioh are indeed feldom con- 
fiftent with fuch fkill in common 
exercifes or {ports, as is neceflary to 
make them prattifed with delight, 
and no man is willing to do that of 
which the neceffity is not prefiing 
and immediate, when he knows that 
his aukwardnefs muft make him ri- 
diculous. 
Thus the man of learning is often 
refigned,almof by his own confent, 


and the Mifchief's of Idlene/s. 


to languor and-to pain; and while 
in the profecution of his ftudies he 
fufrers the wearimefs of labour, is 
fubje&t by his courfe of life to the 
maladies of idlenefs. 

It was, perhaps, from the obfer- 
vation of this mifchievous omiffion 
in thofe who are employed about 
intellectual objects, that Locke has, 
in his fyftem of Education, fo warm- 
ly urged the neceflity of a manual 
trade to men of.all ranks and pro- 
feffions, that when the mind is wea- 
ry with its proper tafk, it may be re- 
laxed by a flighter attention to fome 
mechanical operation; and that 
while the vital functions are .refuf- 
citated and awakened by vigorous 
motion, the underftanding may be 
reftrained from that vagrance and 
difipation by which it too often re- 
lieves itfelf after a long intenfenefs 
of thought, unlefs fome allurement 
be prefented that may engage ap- 
plication without rycen 4 

The wifdom of thole by whom 
our female education was inftitated, 
is to be admired, for having con- 
trived, that every woman of what- 
ever condition fhould be taught 
fome arts of manufacture, by which 
the vacuities of reclufe and domet(- 
tick leifure may alwaysbe filled up. 
Thefe arts are more necefiary as 
the weaknefs of their fex, and the 
general fyftem of life debar ladies 
rom many employmente, which by 
diverfifying the circumftances of 
men, preferve them from being can- 
kkered by the ruft of their own 
thoughts. , 

}t is certain that any wild with or 
vain imagination never takes fuch 
firm pofleffion of the mind, as wher 
it is found empty and unoccupied ; 
for the old peripatetick principle, 
that Nature abhors a Vacuum, may 
be properly applied to the intelle&, 
which will embrace any thing how- 
ever abfurd or criminal rather than 
be wholly without an obje@. Per- 
haps every man may date the predo- 
minance of thofe defires that difiarb 
his life and contaminate his confci- 
ence, from fomeunhappy hour when 
too much leifure expofed him to 
their incurfions; for he has lived 
with little obfervation either on 
himfelf er others, who vex" not 

Kaow 








know that to be idle is to be vici- 
ous. 


The Life of JOHN WICKLIFF, 
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SHORTLY after this tranfaction 

_king Edward the Third died at 
Richmond, deferted in his laft mo- 
ments by all his courtiers, by his 
favourite Alice Pierce, and even by 
his chaplains: a ftriking example 
of the vanity and uncertainty of hu- 
man greatnefs!. He was fucceeded 
by his grandfon, Richard the Se- 
cond, fon to the celebrated Black 
Prince; who being only eleven 
a of age at his aceeflion, the firft 

ufinefs of the parliament was to 
appoint a regency. The duke of 
Lancatiter afpired to be fole regent ; 
but the parliament, who appre- 
hended much from his violence of 
temper and unpopular maxims of 
government, thought proper to or- 
der it otherwife; for they appoint. 
ed the duke of Lancafter, the earl 
of Cambridge, and ‘Thomas of 
Wooditock, afterwards duke of 
Glouceiter, the king’s three uncles, 
together with feveral bifhops and 
temporal lords, joint-regents; fo 
that the duke of Lancafter had onl 
one voice in the management of af- 
fairs. 

This ‘declenfion of the duke’s 
power encouraged the bifhops to 
commence afrefh their perfecutions 
‘againft Dr. Wickliff. Articles of 
accufation were immediately drawn 
up, and difpatched to Rome; and 
the Pope engaged in this affair with 
the utmolt readinefs and alacrity, as 
appears evidently from his fending 
on this occafon no lefs than five 
bulls into England, three of which 
were directed to thearchbifhop of 
Canterbury and the Lifhop of Lon- 
don, one to the univerfity of Ox- 
‘ford, and another to the king. The 
zeal ofthe holy father was, no doubt, 
greatly augmented, by the confide- 
ration of the unfavourable ten- 
dency of the tenets of Wickliff, 
with refpect to the revenues of the 
Papal See. With thofe bulls to the 
bithops, the pope fent a copy of the 
heretigal arcucles ; requiring thofe 
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819 
prelates to inform themfelves, whe- 
ther Wickliff really held the doc- 
trines contained therein; and im- 
mediately to imprifon him, if he 
did fo; or if they failed in that, to 
cite him perfonally to make his ap- 
earance within three months at 
ome. He alfo enjoined the bi- 
fhops to reprefent to King Richard 
and the council, that Wickliff’s er- 
rors were not only dangerous to the 
church, but likewife to the flate, 
The Pope had but very little doubt 
of thefuccefs of thefé bulls, as the 
Papal fee had never been ac- 
¢cultomed to contradiétion ; for 
however defpotic and unreafonable 
its commands, it had been cuf- 
tomary for the greateft monarchs 
to obey them in the moft implicit 
and fubmiliive manner. But anew 
fcene of things was now opening, 
and amore liberal fpirit began to 
revail : to which the preaching of 
ickliff had already greatly con- 
tributed. The imperious pontiff 
muft have been very fenfibly mor- 
tified, at the neglect with which on 
this occafion he was treated. ‘lhe 
univerfity of Oxford even delibe- 
rated whether it fhould receive his 
bull ; and by what appears it did 
not. And the regency were fo far 
from being difpofed to fhew him any 
reverence, that at this very tume 
they joined with the Parliament in 
iving a very public and fignal in- 
ance of their confidence in, aad 
efteem for Dr. Wickliff; as if ‘ic 
was their defign to make their con- 
tempt for the Roman a as no- 
torious as poffible. ‘The French, 
on the death of king Edward, re- 
folved to take the advantage of the 
minority of Richard ; accordingly 
the French king, Charles the Fiteh, 
had foon five armies t» the field, ang 
likewife a ftrong fleet, which he 
had fent out with orders to go and 
infeft the coaits of England. And 
as the country was now very far 
from being in a pofture of defence, 
all the money which could be raifed 
was wanted, in order to enable the 
regency to oppofe thefe formidable 
reparations of the French. The 
arliament being in deliberation 
about the means, it was debated 
ia the houfe, whether the money 
| siz ~« colleGed 
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Colleéted in England for the ufe of 
the Pope, might not, upon an emer- 
gency, be employed for the fervice 
of the nation ; & as they ail agreed 
upon the expediency of this mea- 
fure, the only point to be fettled 
was the legality of it. It was at 
length agreed, both by the regency 
and the Parliament, to put the 
queftion to Dr. Wickliff; for fuch 
aqueftion certainly the molt excel- 
lent cafuift they could any where 
have met with. Accordingly Wick- 
liff very readily gave it as his opi- 
nion, that they might very conici- 
entioufly make free with the Pope’s 
money. Indeed there was the utmoft 
neceflity for taking the molt vigorous 
meafures for the defence of the king= 
dom; forthe French had already 
made defcents in feveral places, and 
burnt Hattings, Portfmouth, Dart- 


mouth, & Plymouth ; and cefeated 


fome troops which were drawn toge- 
ther to prevent their ravages. ‘They 
~ were repulfedat Winchefter, butthey 
Janded in the ifle of Wight, pillag’d 
the inhabitants, and after having in 
vain attempted to take Carifbrook 
caftle, went off with their booty. 
But notwithftanding the regard 
which was fhewn to Dr. Wickliff 
by the regency and parliament, and 
however dilreipeéiful the treatment 
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might be which the Pope’s bulls res 
ceived from the king and the uni- 
verfity, the bifhops made ample 
amends by their abundant. zeal. 
The bifhop of London, Courtenay, 
particularly, not only complied 
with the letter of the Pontiff’s 
mandate, but entered into all the 
fpirit of it. But he was fomewhat 
fiopped in his career, when. he had 
taken only the. firlt ftep in this 
affair, by receiving a peremptory 
order from the duke of Lancatter, 
not to proceed -to imprifonment. 
The duke told him, that to impri- 
fon a man for holding an opinion, 
could not be juftified by the laws 
of England ; and that therefore he 
took the liberty of informing him, 
thatif he proceeded to any fuch ex- 
tremity, he muft take the confe- 
quences. The prelate was alarm- 
ed atthis menace, and dropped the 
defign of an imprifonment, con- 
tenting himfelf with citing Wick- 
liff to appear before a provincial 
fynod in the chapel at Lambeth on 
a fixed day ; and at the fame time 
fent him a copy of the articles 
which had been objeéted to, to 
which he defired an explanation. (4) 

Dr. Wickliff appeared on the 
appointed day ; and being quef- 
tioned about the articles, _ de- 


livered, 


(6) Among other articles exhibited againft Wickliff were the following : 
I. That he had maintained, that God could not transfer perpetual dominion to one 
man, and to his heirs, 


Il, If theve is a God, temporal lords may lawfully take away the temporals from 
an offending church. 


' mm A man cannot be excommunicated, unlefs heis firft excommunicated by him- 
elf, : 


IV. No power is given by Chrift toexcommunicate perfons, efpecially not for the 
fubftraction of temporal dugs; but rather on the contrary. 


V. “Tis impofiible even in the nature of God, to grant that the Pope, or any 
other perfon, who pretend to bind or loofe, fhould by that very a@, bind or loofe. 


VI. We ought to believe, that he only binds and loofes while he conforms himfelf 
to the law of Chrift. : | 





Vil. if a temporal lord knows that thechurch does offend, he is obliged under 
pain oi damnation to take away her temporals. : 

Te thefc particular articles Wickliff is faid to have given the following explana- 
tory anfwers: 


], Phat as to what he faid concerning perretuvat pominron, he meant, That 
the church could not eftablifh any perpetual political dominion for ever; mor that 
the ‘aity could eftablifh a perpetual civil power; norcould God himfelf be the au- 
thor of any fuch power, becaufe he had promifed a diffolution of the empire of this 
world, and another more heavenly one to commence in its ftead. 

If, Whereas he faid, if there is a God, temporal lords may lawfully take away the 
temporals from an offending church, the propofition meant no more, than, that God 
might command thofe temporal lords to pynith the church with a forfeiture of her 
_ temporals, | pe. 52 PRRED ENS coareD with a forgeitnsy of be 


il, That 
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livered im a paper, explaining the 
fenfe in which he held them. If 
the explanation which is now 
handed down to us, as that which 
Wickliff ufed on this occafion, be 
wen, it muft be owned that the 

eformer did not behave, on this 
occafion, with that fincerity and 
manly freedom, which for the ho- 
nour of his character we could have 
wifhed; as he feems with much art 
and fubtilty to have endeavoured 
to explain away fome of the opi- 
nions which he had advanced. It 
is however certain, that the au- 
thenticity of this explanation may 
juftly be queftioned, as it is con- 
veyed down to us folely through 
the channel of popifh writers; 
many of whom have taken great 
pains, and ufed very unfair me- 
thods, to blacken Wickliff’s cha- 
racter. But however cautioufly 
worded this aniwer of Wickliff to 
the charge brought againft him 
might be, it was by no means fatif- 
factory to the bifhops. And when 
they were in the midft of their de- 
liberations upon this, the people 
both within and without doors grew 
very tumultuous, and cried aloud, 
that they would fuffer no violence 
to be done to Wickliff. At this 
very juncture Sir Lewis Clifford, a 
gentleman about the court, and 
well known to many who were 
prefent, entered the chapel, and in 
an authoritative manner forbid the 
bifhops to proceed to any definitive 
fentence, and retired. ‘This is faid 
to have intimidated the prelates, 
who, though they knew not from 
whence this order came, took it 
for granted that Clifford durft not 
have a¢ted thus of his own head. 


$21 
The perplexity of the bifops was 
alfo heightened by the tumult at 


the door, which continued to in- 
creafe; fo that at length they dif- 
folved the affembly, having forbid- 
den Dr. Wickliff to preach any 
more thofe doctrines which had 
been objected to him. But to this 
prohibition he appears to have paid 
very little regard ; for we are in- 
formed, that he went about bare- 
footed, in a_ long frize gown, 
preaching every where occafion- 
ally to the people, and without any 
referve in his own parifh. 

About the year 1-78, there hap- 
pened to be a very confiderable 
ichiim in the Catholic church. 
Some diffenfion arifing between 
Pope Urban VI. and the cardinals, 
the latter thought proper to difpute 
the validity of Urban’s eleétion, 
and to elect a new Pope, who took 
upon himfelf the title of Cle- 
ment VII. ‘This fchifmm divided all 
Europe, each ftate declaring tor one 
or other of the two Popes, more 
from reafons of ftate, than from 
any confideration of the sight of 
the contending parties. France, 
whofe intereft it was that the Pope 
fhould refide at Avignon, — fided; 
with Clement; and, for a contrary 
reafon, England thought it more 
advantageous to adhere to the Pope 
of Rome. Thus, by the different 
powers of Europe taking different 
fides in this conteft, deluges of 
biood were fhed, in order to deter- 
mine which of thefe two infallible 
gentlemen had the moft right to 
St. Peter’s chair. Dr. Wickliff 
confidered this fchifm as a new are 
gument againit Popery, and ufed it 
as fuch. He publifhed a tra& 

againit 


III. That by faying, A man could not be excommunicated unilefs he was firft ex- 
¢sommunicated by himfelf, he meant no more, than that excommunication could not 
take effe@t, clave errante ; but there muft be forme previous crime In the offender, 
which muft draw down that fentence upon him, 

IV. He did not deny abfolutely the lawfulnefs of excommunication for civil rights; 
but he denied that they ought purely to be the motive of fending people to hell; bur 
the caufe of God muft in fome meafure be affected, before fuch a fentence ought te 


be paffed upon him. 


V. and VI. By faying, We ought to believe he only binds and loofes while he con- 
forms himfelf to the law of Chrift, he only meant, That he ought in his cenfure to 
have the rules of the Gofpel and of Chriftianity in his eye. 

VII. That kings were obliged to take away temporals from thofe clergy who abufed 
them; he meant no more, than that the civil power might punjth ecclefiaftical per- 


fens, 
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againft the fchifm of the Roman 
pontiffs, in which he fhewed what 
little credit was due tq either of 
the contending parties ; and as this 
tract was read with eagernefs by 
people of all ranks, it contributed 
very much to open the eyes of the 
common people. 

Towards the end of the year 
1378, Dr. Wickliff was feized 
with aviolent diftemper, which it 
was apprehended might prove fatal 
to ‘him. On this occafion, it is 
faid, he was waited upon by a very 
extraordinary deputation from the 
begging Friars, whom he had for- 
merly attacked with fo much feve- 
rity ; who fent four of their order, 
accompanied by four of the moft 
eminent citizens of Oxford, to at- 
tend him ; and having gained ad- 
mittance to his bed-chamber, they 
acquainted him, that hearing he 
lay at the point of death, they 
were come, in the name of their 
order, to remind him of the many 
injuries which he had done them ; 
and hoped, for his foul’s fake, that 
he would do themall the juitice now 
in his power, by retracting, in the 
prefence of thofe re{pectable per- 
fons, the many fevere and unjuft 
things he had faid of them. Wick- 
liff, who was furprized at this 
folemn meffage, raifed himfelf in 
his bed; and with a ftern counte- 
mance, it is faid, cried out, ‘“* I 
<< fhali not die, but live to declare 
$* the evil deeds of the Friars.” 
At this the Friars were driven away 
in confufion, firuck with the ftern- 
nefs of his manner, and the unex- 

&ed force of his expreflion. 

Dr. Wickliff did recover from 
his indifpofition, and foon after 
begun a work which he had long 
intended, the tranflation of the 
fcriptures into Englith ; for he had 
ever confidered the locking up the 
bible from the people as one of the 

rincipal errors of Popery, and of 
he moft dangercus tendency. But 
before his tranflation appeared, he 
publifhed a traé&, in which he 
fhewed the neceflity of freeing the 
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fcriptures from the bondage they 
lay under, with great force of ar- 
gument. The bible, he affirmed, 
contained the whole of God’s will. 
Chriit’s law, he faid, was fufficient 
to guide his church, and every 
Chriitian might there attain know- 
ledge fufficient to make him accept- 
able toGop: And as to comments, 
he faid, a good life was the bett 
guide to the knowledge ef {crip- 
ture; or, in his own language, 
‘* He that keepeth righteoufnefs, 
‘* hath the true unde-ftagding of 
** holy writ.”” When he appre- 
hended thefe arguments to be fuf- 
ficiently digetted, his tranflation 
made its public appearance, much 
to the fatisfaction of ali judicious 


men. 

Dr. Wickliff is generally thought 
to have been the firit who tranf- 
lated the bible into Englith ; others 
might probably have given de- 
tached parts of it, but he only ap- 

ars to have given an entire tranf- 
ation of the whole. (c) It does 
not appear that Wickliff under- 
ftood the Hebrew language: His 
method feems to have been, tocol- 
leét what Latin bibles he could 
meet with, and from them make 
one correct copy, and tranilate from 
that. He afterwards examined the 
Beft commentators then extant, and 
from them inferted in his margin 
thofe paffages in which the Latin 
differed from the Hebrew. The 
other writings of Wickliff were re- 
markably elegant, in point of lan- 
guage, for the times in which he 
lived; but his tranflation of the 
bible appears to have been lite- 
rally exact, indeed rather too much 
fo ; for his {crupulous adherence to 
the literal fenfe, fometimes led him 
into manifeft improprieties. 

The publication of this work 
had not the leatt tendency to ree 
eftablifh Wickliff in the good opi- 
nion of his ecclefiaftical brethren : 
On the contrary, an unfverfal cla- 


mour wasimmediately raifed againf{ 


it. And after much confultation 
among the bifhops, and heads Ay 
the 


(c) Rapin fays, that John de Trevifa, 2 Cornifhman, who lived in the reign ¢ 


Edward the Third, tranflated the bible into Engiith, 
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the clergy, a bill was brought into 
‘parliament to fupprefs Wickliff’s 
Sible: and the advocates for it fet 
forth the alarming profpeé of 
herefy, which this verficn of the 
feriptures opened, and the ruin of 
all religion which mutt inevitably 
enfue. The arguments, however, 
which were urged by Wickliff and 
his friends, in defence of the uti- 
lity of-an Englifh veriion of the 
fcriptures, were fo ftrong, that they 
filenced all cppofition; and the 
bill was accordingly thrown out by 
a great majority. ) 

We need beat no lof: to invefti- 
gate the reafons why the Roman Ca- 
tholic prieits have been at all times 
fo extremely defirous of keeping the 
Jaity in general from the perufal of 
the fcriptures: They are indeed fut- 
ciently apparent. There is fo little 
foundation in the facred writings, 
for the abfurd and fuperititious 
doétrines which they iniftil into 
their deluded followers, and of 
which they make fo much iniqui- 
tous gain, that they muit be very 
confcious they will not ftand the 
teft of examination. The decla- 
tion of our Saviour -on another oc- 
cafion, may be applied to them in 
this refpeét with the utmoft. truth, 
They love darknefs rather than light, 
becaufe their deeds are evil. O- 
thing can be more dangerous to 
the pretended aathority of the Pa- 

al fee, than the free and impartial 
fludy of the fcriptures. Chriftia 
nity itfelf affords not the leait real 
ground for any prieft-craft what- 


$23 
ever, and much lefs for that accu- 
mulated fyftem of it, which is exe 
hibited in the Roman Catholic 
church. The clergy of Wickliff’s 
days had, therefore, reafon to be 
alarmed at the publication of the 
bibie in the vulgar tongue: Their 
fears refpetting the confequences of 
it were juftly founded ; for it hada 
natural tendency to endanger, in 
the greateft degree, what the creater 
number of them confidered as the 
moft fubftantial and important part 
of religion, the revenues of the 


- church. 


Before the clamour which was 
raifed againft Wickliff, on account 
of the publication of his bible, was 
in any degree filenced, he ventured 
to go a ftep further, by attacking 
the favourite doétrine of the Ro- 
mith church, tranfubftantiation, (7) 
which he did with great fpirit, and 
with great*freedom ; being (attera 
thorough examination) {fatisfied that 
it had no {criptural foundation. In 
his lectures be fore the univerfity of 
Oxford, in 1381, which he appears 
fill to have continued every iume 
mer, as divinity-profeffor, he un- 
dertook to confute this error, and 
to expiain the real defign of the 
Lora’s fuppere He endeavoured 
chiefly to eftablifh, that the fub- 
ftance of the bread and wine in the 
Lord’s fupper, remained the fame 
after coniccration; and that the 
body and blood of Chrift were not 
fubitantially in them, but only figu- 
ratively. He offered to detend 
thefe conclufions publicly in the 


{chools ; 


( d) It was not till 820 years after Chrift, that the ftrange do@rive of Tranfubftan- 


tition was heard of. 


Tt owed its birth to Pafchafe Radbert, a wild enthufiaft, whe 


» publithed it, not as falfehood generally gains ground, by little and little ; but at once, 


glaring in its full abfurdity. 


He informed the world, in plain language, that in the 


facrament of the Lord’s fupper, the elements after confecration ave entirely chamged 
into the body and bloed of Chrift; that very body, which was bornof Mary, fuf- 
fered upon the crofs, and rofe from the sead. It is amazing, that an opinion fo big 
with abfurdity, and yet unaided by prejudice, could faften upon the minds of men, 
however rude of fcience, Yet the improbable tale, we find, went down, as if the 
greater the improbability, the more venerable the myftery. It was found a doétrine 
well adapted to imprefs the people with that awful and fuperftitious horror, which 
is the neeeffary foundation of falie relizion : As fuch therefore the church of Rome 
with great zeal upheidit ; and if any were ftaggered by the appearance of an im- 
poffibility, they were p:efently told, that, ** ‘he accidents, or forms of bread and 
«¢ wine, it was true, ftill remained after confecration; but by the omnipotence ef 
** God they remained without a fubje&.”” This was the argument of the clergy 5 
‘and it was thought conclyfive, for who sould doubt the omnipotence of God? 
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{chools ; but the religious, who had 
now gained ground in the univer- 
fity, would not fuffer any queftion 
of this kind to be debated; for 
they were extremely unwilling to 
fubmit fo important a doctrine as 
that of tranfubftantiation, . and 
which they could fo well defend 
by the authority of the charch, to 
the hazardous reft of reafon and ex- 
amination. Dr. Wickliff, how- 
ever, without further ceremony, 
publifhed a confutation of the doc- 
trine, in a profeffed treatife upon 
the fubjec. 

Dr Barton was at this time vice- 
chancellor of Oxford, a great ene- 
my to herefy, and no friend to 
Wickliff, of whom healways fpoke 
with great bitternefs, .He, there- 
fore, laid hold of this opportunity 

of perfecuting him with much 

leafure: He called tegether. the 

eads of the univerfity, and finding 
he could influence a majority, ob- 
tained a decree by which the doc- 
trine of Wickliff.was condemned 
as heretical; and himfelf and his 
hearers threatened, if they perfifted 
in their errors, with imprifonment 
and excommunication. Wickliff 
was extremely mortified to find 
himfelf thus treated at Oxford ; 
which, till this time, had been his 
fanctuary. However, he refolved 
to fly for protection to his generous 
friend the duke of Lancafter ; and, 
_in_ hopes of his intereft, to appeal 
to the king from the vice-chancel- 
lor’s fentence. But even this re- 
fource failed him; for his appeal 
met with no countenance. ‘The 
duke, who found his credit. de- 
clining, and probably fuppofed his 
attachment. to Wickliff might be 
one of the caufes, did now, forthe 
firft time, defert him; and when 
Wickliff preffed this prince with 
religious motives, to induce him to 
intereft himfelf on his behalf, he 
an{wered him coolly, that of thefe 
things the church was the moft 
proper Judge; and that the beft 
advice he could give him, was to 
quit thefe novelties, and fubmit 
guietly to his ordinary. Wickliff, 
thus expofed to the perfecutions of 
his. adverfaries, had no other re- 
medy, but, confcious of his own 
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integrity, to meet the florm with all 
the fortitude he was maiter of. It 
was a circumftance very unfavoura- 
ble to Wickliff, that Courtenay, 
who had been his moft active ene- 
my, when bifhop of London, was 
now promoted to the fee of Can- 
terbury, in the room of archbifhop 


Sudbury, who had been beheaded 


by the rebels under Wat. Tyler. 
Courtenay very much approved 
what the vice-chancellor of Oxford 
had done, and therefore refolved 
to go on oe with the profe- 
cution. he fuperitition of the 
new primate, however, afforded 
Wickliff fome refpite ; for he was 
fo fcrupulous in matters of form, 
that he would not enter upon the 
public exercife of his office, till he 
fhould receive the confecrated pall 
from Rome, which did not arrive 
till the May of the next year 1382; 
and then, being duly inveited, he 
cited Wickliff to appear before him 
in the monaftery of the Grey fri- 
ars, on the 17th day of the fame 
month ; fo eager was the pious and 
confcientious ee to enter upon 
this bufinefs! Dr. Wickliff being 
thus cited before the archbithop, 
refufed toappear; alledging, that 
as he was a member of the univer- 
fity, and held an office init, he was 
exempt from epifcopal jurifdiction. 
Fortunately for Wicklifi, the uni- 
verfity was now under a different 
influence than it had lately been ; 
for the vice-chancellor was changed, 
and the determination of the majo- 
rity was to fupport their member. 
With this plea, therefore, the arch- 
bifhop was obliged to remain fatis- 
fied. But though he could not pro- 
ceed againit the perfon of Wickliff, . 
he refolved neverthele{s to proceed 
againit his opinions; and accor- 
dingly when the court met on the 
day appointed, a large collection of 
articles, extraéted from his books 
and fermons, was produced. At 
the inftant, it is faid, that the court 
was about toenter upon bufinefs, the 
monaftery was fhaken by a vio- 
lent earthquake. The affrighted 
bifhops threw down their papers, 
and cried out, that the bufinefs was. 
difpleafing to God; and haftly 
came to a refolution not to proceed 


any 





any farther. The archbifhop alone 

continued pomoved ; he chid their 
{uperititious fears, and told them, 
among other things, that if the 
earthquake porteodnd any thing, it 
was the downfall of Kerefy. This 
{peech, together with the news that 
the earthquake had been general, 
difpelled their fears. Dr. Wicklif 
would often {peak merrily of this 
accident; and would call this af- 
fembly, the council of ibe berydene ; 
berydene being the old Englith word 
for an earthquake. The court being 
again compofed, entered warmly 
into the butinefs ;‘and, after exami- 
ning all the articles, came toa de- 
termination, that fome were er- 
roneous, and fome plainly heretj- 
cal. ‘This determination, which 
was afterwards publifhed, was an- 
{wered by Dr. Wickliff; who thew’d 
how much his enemies had in fe- 
veral points mifreprefented him ; 
and defended his tenets with fuch 
a {pirit of truth and freedom, that 
he gained many over fo his party. 


he archbifhop took freth offence th 


at this audacity, as he called it, of 
Wickliff ; and being dezermined, if 
pomstle, to crufh him, preferred a 

ill in parliament to enable fhe- 
riffs, upon properinformation from 
bifhops, to proceed as far as impri- 
fonment againft the preachers of he- 
rely. This bill pafied the lords, but 
was thrown out by the commons, 
who were by no meajis difpofed to 
increafe the power of the clergy. 
The archbifhop thus baulked, ap- 
plied to the «ing for his licence 
for the fame purpofe, which he ima- 
gined might (erve inflead of an att 
of parliament. Richard thought 
proper to agree to the primate’s re- 
queit, and immediately ordered let- 
ters patept to be made out, which 
granted the full powers that he re- 
quired. Thefe unlimited powers 
were extremely difagreeable to the 
whole nation, and therefore when 
the parliament met, which it did 
foon after, heavy complaints came 
from every county to their repre- 
fentatives, fetting forth how much 
the people thought themfelves ag- 
grieved by them. The members of 
the houfe of commons interefted 
themfelves with that warmth which 
became Englifhmen and freemen, 
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on fuch an occafion. ‘* Thefe new 
** powers, it was jaid, were danger- 
ous encroachments.--If the liber- 
ties of the people were thus put 
into the hands of the clergy, the 
nation became fubje&i to a new 
kind of defpotifm. — Herely was 
an unlimited word ; and might 
bear as wide a conflruction asa 
bifhop might chufe to give it : 
nor could it be coubted, but it 
would often be made to fignify, 
whatever the pride or avarice of 
the clergy might think expedi- 
** ent.” Filled with thefe fenti- 
ments, the commons petitioned 
the king agaioft the licence which 
he had granted ; and Richard, a- 
greeable to the unfleadinefs of 
his chara&er, now revoked that 
licence to oblige the laity, which 
ne had before granted to oblige the 
cier Ye ' 
hus was the zeal of the arch- 
bifhop baffled a fecond tame ; but 
in another point he had better fuc- 
cefs; for he obtained letters froin 
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e king to the vice chancellor and 
proétors of the univerfity of Oxford, 
requiring them to make diligent 
fearch in their colleges and halls 
for all who maintained hereti- 
cal opinions; particularly thofe 
condemned by the archbifhop of 
Canterbury ; and for all who had in 
their poflefion the books of John 
Wicklif. Delinquents of this kied 
were ordered to be expelled the uni- 
verfity ; and the fheriff and mayor 
of Oxford were commanded to af- 
fit the academical magiltrates in 
the execution of this order. The 
primate himfelf alfo wrote to the 
vice-chancellor, to enjoin him to 

ublifh in St. Mary’s church the 
Line's letter, and alfo thole articles 
of the do¢trine of Wickliff which 
had becn condemned. ‘Lhe vite- 
chancellor anfwered, tha: fuch a 
publication would be very danger- 
ous to himfelf, and alfo endinger 
the peace of the univerfity ; as par- 
ty at this time ran very high In Ox- 
Sri, where the féculars, who gene- 
rally favoured Wickiiff, bore a 
principal fway. The zealous arch~ 
bifhop, in anfwer to this, called 
him before the council, where he 
was vexed and interrogated with jo 
much of the infolence of authority, 
ny s Kk that 
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that he was brought to compliance, 
and every thing was publifhed in the 
manner the primate required. The 
fears of the vice-chancellor were 
however jufily founded ; for the fe- 
cular clergy were fo violently in- 
cenfed againft the religious, that 
the univerfity was filled with tumult 
and diforder, and all ftudy was at 
anend: and the animofities of the 
t\vo parties were carried to fuch an 
height, that they diftinguifhed them- 
felves by badges, and were with 
difficulty reftrained from breaking 
out into the moit outrageous vio- 
lence. 

It does not appear, that Wickliff 
was after thefe proceedings brought 
to any public examination. Ho 
probably retired from the ftorm ; 
for it iscertain that at this time he 
quitted the profeffor’s chair, and 
took his final leave of the univerfi- 
ty of Oxford ; which till now he 
feems to have yearly vifited. Thus 
the unwearied perfecution of the 
bigotted primate did fo far prevail, 
as to oblige Wickliff to retreat from 
the univerfity to his living of Lut- 
terworth. It was, however, by no 
means in his power to make acom- 
_— extirpaiion of what-he deem’d 

erefy ; for the opinions of Wickliff 
had been founiveriaily f{pread over 
the nation, that a writer of thofe 
tines t Ils us, that if you met two 
perfons upon the road, you might be 
fre that one of them was a Lollard. 

Whilit thefe things were tranfac- 
ting in Eagland, the diflention be- 
tween the two popes continued. 
P pe Urban had pubiithed a bull, 
jn which he called upon all thofe 
who had any regard for religion, to 
exert themielves in its defence, by 
taking up arms for him againft Cle- 
ment and his adherents; and pro- 
mifing, for the encouragement of 
the faithful, the fame pardon and 
indulgencies which had been always 
granted tothofe who loft their lives 
in the holy wars. This bull met 
with confiderable encouragement in 


- England, on account of Urban’s 


having chofen an Englith ecclefia- 
ftic for his general. This was Hen- 
ry Spencer, bifhop .of Norwich; 
who 1s defcribed by Fox, as ayoung 
** and flout prelate, fitter. fer th- 


‘¢ camping cure, then for the pea- 
ceable church of Chrift.”” And 
this reverend warrior having obtain- 
ed an aid from the Englith parlia- 
ment, and made his levies, fet out 
upon his expedition, full of ardour, 
and of holy zeal. A war, in which 
the name of religion was thus prof- 


tituted, roufed the indignation of 


Dr. Wickliff, though now in the de~ 
clineof life. He once more there- 
fore took up his pen, and wrote 
againft it with great fpirit. In a 
very free manner he expoftulated 
with the Pope, and-boldly afked 
him,- ‘* How he durft make the 
token of Chrift on the crofs, (which 
is a token of peace, mercy, and cha- 
rity) a banner to lead on to flay 
Chriftian men, for the love of two 
falfe priefts? and to opprefs Chrif- 
tendom, worfe than Chrift and his 
apoftles were oppreffed by the Jews. 
When (faid he) will the proud prieft 
of Rome grant indulgencies to man- 
kind to live in peace and charity, 
as he now does to fight and flay one 
another ?””? This fevere and fpirit 
ed piece drew upon Dr. Wickliff 
the refentment of Urban, and might 
probably have involved him in 
greater troubles than he had hither- 
to experienced: but foon after the 
publication of this treatife he was 
itruck with a palfy ; and though he 
lived fome time, yet it_was in fuch 
a way that hisenemies now pene 
him below their refentment. He 
attended divine worfhip co the laft ; 
and received the fatal ftroke of his 
diforder in his church at Lutter- 
worth, in the year 1384. 

Thus ended the life of John 
Wickliff, who, for his fuperior pe- 
netration, the juftnefs of his fenti- 
ments, and the undaunted  fpirit 
with which he engaged in the great 
caufe of religious liberty, wasa real 
honour to his country. Wickliff 
appears to have been a man of ex- 
emplary piety,-and unblemifhed 
morals; and. notwithftanding the 
number and vigilance of his ene- 
mies, they have none of them pre- 
fumed to tax him with any immo- 
ralities. But though in his private 


‘character he ~ Fagen to have been 


very refpectable, yet it is his public 
character which principally om 
tles 


a 


- i>». > 


aa 


LONI 


The Weftminfer Journal. 


tles him to our attention and re- 
gard. In an age of ignorance and 
juperitition, he lecin'fuch a radiance 
ot light, that all the arts of the Ro- 
mifh Church, and all the terrors of 
perfecution, could never afterwards 
obfcure it. And the propagation 
of his opinions had certainly the 
happieft effet in promoting that 
Reformation, which afterwards de- 
livered this kingdom from igno- 
rance, fuperitition, and ecclefi- 
aftical tyranny. By every coniiitent 
proteftant, therefore, the memory 
of Wickliff will ever be held in the 
higheft honour. And the example 
of thofe illuttrious men, who have 
nobly and fearlefsly laboured in the 
caufe of truth and liberty, ought to 
animate us to exert ourfelves to pree 
vent any attempts which may be 
made, a the zealous and indefati- 
gable adherents of popery, to in- 
volve us Once more in the darknefs 
and bondage of Romith iupertiti- 
tion: * 


The WesTMINSTER JOURNAL. 
By Thomas Touchet, of Spring 
Gardens, £/7; 


T H E general ftagnation either of 

public affairs fince the advance- 
ment of the prefent miniftry to 
power, or the undeviating perfeve- 
rance which has been fkewn to the 
meafures of the great favourite, are 
fuch irrefragable proofs of the good 
underftanding, fabGiting between 
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them, that it aftonifhes me, how 
any man of common underitanding 
can poflibly ftand up in defence of 
their independence, or fay, that they 
are notin the ftricteft fenfe of the 
expreflion, the creatures of the poli- 
tical Coloffus, who fo fatally be- 
ftrides this unfortunate kingdom. 

But fuppofe, that upon this occa- 
fion, we were zo grant tite truth of 
what their advocates fo unceafingly 
endeavour to eftablifh, and aliow 
that the prefent adminiftration are 
in reality wholly exalted to power 
On their own account, yet [ don’t 
fee, by any means, how this can 
give the lealt embellifhment to their 
characters ; for my own part, I ra- 
ther look upon it to be the greatett 
ftigma under which they can lae 

ur, and cannot help imagining 
but what it muft utterly deftroy 
them in the opinion of every man 
whoconfiders the circumftance with 
a proper degree of attention. 

f the prefent adminifiration is 
really compofed of gentlemen who 
have wills of their own, and have 
fpirit enough to manifeft thofe wills, 
whence comes it, that fince their 
exaltation to office, they have never 
once endeavoured to reform the leaf 
error in government, of the ma- 
ny millions which they fo readily 
difcovered when out of place ? 
Whence comes it, if they are 
fraught with fentiments. of genero- 
rofity for the intereft of their dear 

Ss COURLTY, 


® Forty-one, yeats after Wickliff’s death, the Council of Conftance declared him 


an obftinate heretic; and dying in his herefy, they pronounced him and his m-mory 
accurfed, and ordered that his bones fhould be dug out of his grave, ‘and fcattered 
about. Accordingly, it is faid, that bythe order of pope Martin, the bones of Wick 
li ti were taken up at Lutterworth, and there burat, and his afhes thr..wn into the next 
river. Happily for Wickliff, he was now fo far removed out of the reach of his ene- 
mies, that their imp«tent malice could not huthim. The chet artities upon which 
the Council-of Conftance condemned him, were as foilows. ‘That the fubftance of 
bread and wine are in the facrament, and the body «na blood of Chrilt not prefent 
there, in their natural being. That Chrift did not insitute the mafs, That to aman 
truly. penitent, confeffion of his fins to a prieft was fuperfluous and neediefs. That 
no bifhop ought to excommunicate any perfon, whom he does not Know to be ex- 
communicated by God, That it was from avarice ani ambition, that confirmation, 
ordination, and confecration of places for divine worfhip, bad been appropriated te 
the pope and bifhops. That no regard was to be had to an excommunication d¢- 
nounced by the ‘pope, or any bifhop, becaufe it was no other than a cenfure exe. 
cuted by Antichritt, That they who built monafteries, and they who by vows de 
voted themfelves to fuch focieties, were guilty of an heinous fin. That to endow the 
clergy with any temporal pofieffions was agaiatt the rule of Chrift. That the 
ghurch of Rome was the fynagogue of Satan, and the pope not the immediate vicar 
of Chrift and his apofiles, That jt was a great folly to give credit to the indalgencies 
of pape or bifhop, 
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country, that they have taken no 
one ftep to promote this intereft ? 
But either drawled out their time in 
a lifelefs ina&tivity, or in a ridicu- 

- Jous round’of inconclufive councils, 
affembled without any purpofe, and 
adjourned without any end ? 

Before thefe worthy gentlemen 
eame into power, the nation was on 
the brink of ruin —- The moment 
they were employed, they a¢ted as 
if her fecurity was firmly eftablifhed 
againft the poffibiliry of being af- 
fefted by any difagreeable event. 
A few capital circumitances engag 
ed their attention, and upon theie 
they continually launched'out in the 
molt patriotic ftrain of declamation, 
whetever they made their appear- 
ance. Their favourite topics, be- 
fore they were in place, were, 

The cruelty of the cyder bill. 

The inequality of the land tax, 

The partial preferment of the 

cotch. “eA 

And, The oppreffive laws which 

were Idid upon the colonies 
of America. 

But notwithftanding all their 
mighty proteftations, we are now 
pretty well affured, that they have 
mio notion 


No defign ro eflablifh an equal 
land tax. | 

No intention, to difcourage the par- 

tial preferment of the Scotch. 

nd, No view to remove the op- 

prefions fo plentifully laid 

upon the colonies of Ame- 


: rica. 
When we fee thefe things, is there 
the leat doubt buti that the fame 
hand which nororieufly guided the 
late .minitterial fet of puppets, ttill 
continues to direct the machine of 
government. ° 


A View of Potrrrceét Letrers 
which have appeared in the Pub- 
Lic PaPeRs. 


tulate afew of thofe fads, which I 
have ventured from time to time to 
maintain ; and leave it to the can- 
did and impartial reader, to jud 

whether they are not confirmed by 
argument and evidence. The fir 

pofition is, that the late Muiniftry 
were driven from the helm by Lord 
B——, whom they had offended 
beyond forgivenefs, in turning out 
his brother M , and his friend 
and coadjator Lord H The 
argument, brought to fupport this 
charge againit 
ftrong, luminous, and conclufive, 
The  e. Minitters hadnot been de- 
ficient in their duty, etther to their 
K— or country: Indeed they fup- 
ported, with more zeal perhaps than 
prudence, the honour of the crown, 
in the affair ot General Warrants 3 
and fubjecled themielves by fo do- 
ing to atorrent of popular refent- 
ment, which had well nigh overs 
whelmed them with infamy. But 
in fpite of faction, and every other 
obilacle, they overcame in the end 
all ofpofition, and gained in Parli- 
ament a great and growing majori- 
ty. Mr. Grenville was énabled b 

his reputation for itegrity, fkill, 











_ and induftry, notonly to raife the 


To repeal the cyder bill. ‘ 


neceflary {fupplies for the prefent, 
but to procure the moft faithful af- 
furances of the fame for the future. 
Notwithitanding all the difficulties, 
with which he was environed, he 
made his way by the dint of honef-, 
ty and perfeverance ; and reduced 
the bufinefs of his office into light 
and order, which had been left 
his bungling predecefior like a 
chaos, in a Rate ‘of darknefs and 
confufion. It is plain, therefore, 
that the late Miniftry were not turn~ 
ed out for their weaknefs, for their 
inability, for their mifcondué: 
No! the et reverfe of thefe molt 
unaccountably proved their ruin. If 
hey ad never. been objects of the 
jealoufy of the Favourite, but would 
ave fubmitted to the drudgery of. 


ANG Sganus in the Public Ad- ftate under him, they might have 


vertijer, fays, ‘* As I have not 
thoughtit worth my while to fiep cut 


received at this very moment the 
wages Of Infamy. Bat they re- 


e Favourite, are _. 





of my road, to aniwer any of thofe jeéted with abhorrence fach ignoble 
writers who have been employed by flavery; and it was for this, their 
the Miniftry, to fupport their caufe, treafon ai:d rebellion againft the | 
18 may not be improper torecapi- Thane, that they forfeited their | 

7 . | z | employments, | 
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employments; and were punifhed fo 
feverely ! : 
The next particular, which has 
been frequently infifted on, and is 
indeed a natura! confequence of the 
former, is that the prefent miniftry 
were bronght in by the Minion. He 
it was that opened the door for their 
Day to retire; and they, 
ike 4 keen, and hargry wind, rufh- 
ed in irhmediately. | have not, nor 
will I affirm that they entered into 
articles, and agreed to pay fait and 
fervice to Sejanus ; though furely 
it is not at all improbable, if we 
eonfider that thofe truly Britith 
Freehelders, in praétice and opi- 
nion, Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt, 
difdained to come in, upon the fame 
tenuré. However this might be, 
it certainly was incambent upon the 
prefent fet, confidering the manner 
mm which they were introduced, to 
take every Opportunity of convinc- 
ing the world that they were free 
— midependent, if they were de- 
rous of appearing In that refpetta- 
ble hight. But this could not be 
done merely by blinking the Favou- 
fite in the drawing-room; which is 
altogether as ridiculous, as the be- 
haviour of that filly bird, the of- 
trich ; who, when the is clofely pur- 
fued, hides her head behind & tree; 
and becaufe fhe fees nothing herfelf, 
imagines fhe is feen by noone. If 
they were in earneft, they fhould 
have turned out without mercy eve- 
ry creature and tool of the Favou- 
rite’s ; and not have fuffered the 
names of E——+t, O——d, and a 
hundred more, to have brought in 
ueftioh their fincerity. 1am fenfi- 
ble that, by fuch a ftep as this, they 
would have pulled an old houie a- 
bout their ears: But what then? 
They would have fallen, ike Sam- 
fon, the Jewifh hero; and would 
have done their country more ef- 
fential fervice by theirdeath, than 
ever they will beable to do by their 
lives. se a 
Another particular, that has been 
frequently mentioned in thefe pa- 
pers, is the youth and inexperience 
of the prefent Junto ; which one 
would have thought infuperable ob- 
je€tions to their appearing in fuch 
great and important characters. It 
is pleafant to obferve the clumfy 





manner, in which their advocates 
get over this itumbling block : They 
have bat one argument, and itis in 
the mouth of every old woman in 
Chrifendom : ‘ Have patience, child; 
your coat will fit you in time; 
never fear but you will grow up to 
it.” This is poor comfort, that by 
the time they fhall have worn 
their offices threadbare, and into 
rags, they may perhaps fuit them 
tolerably well! 

N. £. in the Public Advertifer, 
obierves, ** how bufy the French 
agents have been, ever fince his Ma- 
jetty found it neceflary to change his 
Miniltty, ‘Fhey have left no ftone 
unturned to create a jealoufy of the 
prefent adminittration throughout 
the kingdom, in order to embarrafs 
any meéafures the Miniftry might en- 
ter into for the benefit of their own 
country, or to the detriment of 
France. 

Thete endeavours, thank God, 
have not been attended with that 
fuccefs, which the dexterity and ar- 
tifice of the court of France have 
formerly met with. Perhaps this 
has been owing to the weaknefs of 
the mftruments employed in the 
work, who have unadvifedly appear- 
ed in public, in clokes too thin to 
concealthe enemy. This has fixed 
the public’s hope and expectation 
upon the prefent Minittry; as thoie 
writers have given us the ftrongeft 
evidence we could with for, that the 
court of France regards this Minif- 
try as no friends of theirs. 

It has alfo happened lacky for us, 
that this attack has been made very 
imprudently, before the enemy had 
fecured the advantage of theground; 
that is, before the prefent Miniftry 
had fhewn any difregard to the in- 
tereft of their country, and before 
they had even timeto fhew a neg- 
leét of it. Thefe circumftances 
leave noroom to doubt from what 
quarter the attack is made. 

The writer then obferves, that 
Mr. G. G-——’s favourite {cheme of 
putting this nation to the expence 
of fitting out floops and frigates of 
war, to drive the Spanifh veffels out 
of our Ports in the Weft-Indies, 
with their money in their pockets, 
which they brought with them for 
the purchafe of our goods and ma- 

nufactures, 













$30 AView of Political Letters which have appeared in the public Papers. 


nnfactures, was probably - formed 
in the French cabinet, and fupport- 
ed by the court of Spain; the moft 
charitable thing we can doupon the 
-oceafion is, to name it a blunder, 
and fay, that G. G. was deluded 
into a fondnefs-for the fcheme, by 
_their fhewing him the fair fide on- 
ly. All we have got by it, as faras 
appears at prefent, is, the laugh of 
France and Holland, for our throw- 
ing that beneficial trade into: their 
hands, which they did not know 
how otherwife to come at, and 
which we are at a difficulty how to 
get back again. _ 

The Byftander in the Public Led- 
ger, fays, We fuppofed in our lait 
the great Commoner dead ; we did 
more than fuppofe, we proved him 
dead to the fervice of the State. 
The creat queftion then to be afkec, 
and to be anfwered, is, are there no 
‘men capable of conducting the bu 
fine{s of adminifiration ? are there 
no men to be found adequate to the 
feveral departments cf Govern- 
ment; but amidit a dearth of thele, 
ruf-univerial confufion, anarchy, 
and ruin overwhelm our country? 

Was the queftion to be atked the 
wnited Congregation of the whole 
realm, I have no doubr but almoft 
every voice would cry, ‘‘ Certainly 
“« there are many {uch man to be 
“¢ found ;” and every man would 
with indignation repeat the fenti 
ment, except perhaps a few, more 
enthufiattically, than wilely, ado- 
ring the m‘ghty Coloflus of. the po- 
litical worid. 

I am weil convinced how very 
unpopular it will appearin the eyes 
of many, to utter a ieatence which 
may feem to glance dilrefpe& on 
Mr. P "Lis an unhappinefs, 
that political fubjects cancot be 

treated without perfonal reflections; 
and itis the peculiar unhappine(s 
of eur umes, that perfonal reflec. 
tions have been made with an acri- 
mony and malevolence, unparaliel- 
led in any place or age. Indeed 
the difputes have been principal- 
ly perfonal: Men, not meatures, 
have too commonly been the object 
of literary altercation; and God, 
knows ! we may look much higher 
than literary altercation. Have 
mot the difpures concerniuz men, 









not meaiures, poifoned the Senate, 
and infected the Court? . 

Is there, then, no Statefman equal 
to the charge of government, equal 
to the important charge of alleviate 
ing the diitrefies into which an un- 
commonly expenfive war hath 
broughc us, but the great Com- 
moner, who was fo inftrumental in 
accumulating thoie expence ? 

We venture to affirm there is ; 
and, if prejudice awhile wiil flum- 
ber, and Candour vouchfafe atten. 
tion, we fhould not fear to prove 
that Mr. Grenville is that man. 

But while we hold forth Mr. 
Grenville, as peculiarly calculated 
to fe:ve his country in the prefent 
conjuncture, we mean not, on any 
account to depreciate the me-it of 
Mr. P : that each have great 





and uncommon abilities, we readily 
allow; bur abilities certainly of a 
different kind, & calculated for the 


different times of ation, wherein 
they have been called to ierve, 
Mr. Pitt, formed to aroufe and 
animate a defponding nation, to 
ride, as itwere, in the whirlwind 
and conduct the ftorm, in that cha- 
racter, a€ted glorioufly. A de- 
{ponding nation was animated by 
him, and an ardour, almoft un- 
known before, communicated itfelf 
through the breatis of Britons in 
every quarter of the globe, and ena- 
bled them to atchieve deeds, which 
are the glory of this, and will be 
the admiration of fucceeding ages. 
This ipirit happily atiaitned the 
end. ‘The nation, exhauifted of 
men and money, lancuifhed for, and 
obtained, the peace it defired, and, 
having then time to breathe from 
its confufion, foon teli feverely thé 
wounds which it 'ad received. 

To a country in this fitua'ion, that 
enthufiailic ardour, fo neceffary in 
its former ftate, became no longer 
uf-ful. Other cares were wanting ; 
efpecially an attefitive folicitude to 
redeem the patt miferies, to redeem 
the great burden of taxes, under 
which the Subjeét groaned, and; by 
all pofiible- methods, to arava the 
important conquefts ceded by the 
treaty of peace. 

For purpofes like thefe, perhaps 
it wonld be difficult to point out a 
man more capacitated than Mr, 


Grenville, SELECT 
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A Defcription of Winter in Denmark, 
in a Letter to the Earl of Dorfct. 


CoPpENHAGEN, 

Rom frozen climes, and endlefs 

tracks of fnow, 

From ftreams which ne 
bid co flow, 

What prefent fhall the mafe to Dorfet 


thern winds for. 


bring ; 

©r how, fo near the pole, attempt to 
fing ? 

All pleating obje&ts, which to verfe in- 
vite, 

The hoary winter here conceals from 
fight. 

The hills, and dales, and the deligitfal 
woods, 

The flowery piains, and fiiver-ftreaming 
fioods, 

By fnow difcuis’d, in bright confution 
lie, 

And with one dazziing watte fatigue the 
eye, 

No gentle breathing breeze pre ares the 
{pring ; 


No birds within this defert region fing ; 
The thips, unmov'd, the boi.terous winds 
defy, 
While rattling chariots o’er the ocean fly: 
The vaft Leviathan wants room to pay, 
And fpout his waters in the tace of diy: 
The ftarving wolves along the main fea 
prowl, 
And to the moon in icy valiies how! : 
O’er many a fhining league the: ievel 
main 
Here fpreads itfelf into a glaffy p'sin: 
There folid billows of enormous tize, 
Alps of green ice, in wild diforder rife. 
And yet but lately have I feen, ev n here, 
The winter in a lovely drefs appear. 


Ere yetthe clouds let fall the treafur'’d 
fnow, 

Or winds began thro” hazy fkies to 
blow ; 


At evening a keen eaftern breeze arofe, 

And the defcending rain unfully’d :roze. 

Soon as the filent fhades of night vwuth- 
drew, 

he ruddy morn difclos’d at once to view 

The face of nature in arich difguife, 

And brighten’d every objet to my eyes. 


For every fhrub, and every blade of 
grafs, 

And every pointed thorn, feem’d wrought 
in glafs : 

In pearls and rubies rich the hawthorns 

thow, 

While thio’ the ice the crimfon berries 
PIow ¢ 

The th.ck-fprung reeds, which watery 
maifhis yield, 

Seem'd polni’d lances in a hoftile fields 

‘ble fia, in impid currents, with fur- 
p! ize, 

Sees c:yital branches on his forehead 
rife : 

The fpreading oak, the beech, and tow- 
ering pine, 

Clazd over, in the freezing ether fhine ¢ 

The trighted biids the rattling branches 
fhun, 

Which wave and glitter in the diftant 
fin. 

When, if a fudden guft of wind arife, 

The brittie foreft into atoms fire: : 

Tie Crackling wood beneath tihe tempeft 
b. nds, 

And in a fpangled fhow’r the profpe& 
ends. 

Or, if a fouthern gale the region warm, 

And by degrees unbind the wintery 
charm : 

The travelier a miry country fees, 

And journies fad beneath the dropping 
trees, 

Like fome deluded peafant, Merlin leads 

Thro’ fragrant bow’rs, and thro’ delicious 
meads ; 

While here enchanted gardens to him 
rife, 

And airy fabrics there attract his eyes ¢ 

His wandering feet the magic paths pure 
fue ; 

And while 
true, 

The tracklefs fcenes difperfe in fluid 
alr, 

And woods, and wilds, and thorny ways 


he thinks the fair illufion 


appear 5 
A tedious road the weary wretch re- 
turns, 
And, as he goes, the tranfient vifion 
mourns, 
A Hrn 
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--> & H,.Y¥, M N.- : » He'd chagter morning, fagn and nighs, . 
© Grip, tumble, frifK; and fi _ bite, 
ET praife to thatialmighty foversigg Abangdpa’d Flavia’s folg d ial 

rife, ~ But ah! amidft his eto icky 


Who fix’ dthe mountains, and who fpread Death fummon’d him to ctats the bt 


Who = het Vworks extends giatesnal - Deah, Ve wet Death ! . that’ Swi wis 
Whofe “kind protection all the nations The monkey and the man 3 f 
ca ae math SL sph oe Fionel es 
From ret as Sean t whence m morn in Soriché ete u guaaels - 
Forth ate Peming, to herd farthett ‘So mins hee agi te 
on in Se So ri le Se Se a oe 


“And his rich mercy every want heii ail 
‘paftion : 5 The place was not his paffon; no—~ 
* get noni eal “ usd bs extefidéd He begg’d that he again might go 


Revolving feafohs praife thee. as they Po: a ai sako.what thape king 
roll: u 

By thee fpring, fummer, autumn, winter, Might _ his wafdom thiol he'd fuit 
rife 5 . . id 

Thou giv’tt the frow ning, thiow the {gj Well, (quath she god, and fmil’d) go, 

. Hing “ities 2" pafs 


By thy eoinge the foftning thower dit- ‘Wath Lhanén ; anigee -an afs. =» 
An afs! odd’s me! moft mighty. fo" - 


fills ; Put not my foul in that curt covering. 
‘Then fav’ rite fiin-fhine o’er the clime A droufy, dull, damn'd difmai crea- 
extend ture, 
And bleft by thee, the verdant blade af- So very foreign tomy nature! 
cends ; I’m ata very pretty pafs 
Next fpring’ A gay produéts clothe the indeed! make Pug, dritk Pagasian 
owery hills, afs | 
‘And joy he wood, and joy the valley Pug ! erit the darling of the fair ! 
is Your Majeity'l excufe me there, 


Then foon thy bounty fwells the golden Make me——a parrot, » SF acious King : 
| ear, A parrot, now, were quite the thing, 
And bids the harveft crown ms fruitful ~ Be’t fo, faid Pluto, thea "twas wus 
year : . e. &’ we 
~Thas ail nbn 4 “works confpicucus’ worthip ‘Out monkey had the form’ he wanted. 
: » Soon,caug dt, in cage confin’d the hung 
nn antuie’s face proclaims hermder’s® And {quail'’d while Chloe play’d sy 


praife. fung ; 
r, i'd Tom A knaye, a cuckold Will 5 
«i “Transmicration : 4 Faby; i as pert and vain, a4 apith af a 


HEN Flavia from the world re- Tili now the time is come, when he 

) tir’d, Once more muft metamorphos ‘d be, 

’ n Flavia was no more  adienige ; ' Hefeeks, and gets a human thape ; 
When Flayia’s knocker now lay quiet, But itills retains the antient ape. 


And Flavia liv’ of frugal diet 
_In place of chicks, eat rhe ef 4 nd carrot, He > frifks, and capers, grins, ane chat 





oe fmall ws yey of claret; of fifty Mutand filly maciorv ‘ 
€ tamonkey; fuchaone . 
* So mifchievous, 6 full of € of ¥. un, Is all froth, emptinefs, and:fhow : 


_ As yet no monkey has autdone, Gastade stents a 


-_ + 3 








